
A List of Useful Applications – Last updated 8  th   March 2014

In the descriptions of the software the text in black is my comments.  Text in dark blue preceded by 'What 
they say :-'  is a quote from the website providing the software.

Rating :- This is my own biased and arbitrary opinion of the quality and usefulness of the software.  The 
rating is out of 5.

Unrated = -
Poor = 
Average = 
Good = 
Very Good = 
Essential = 

Open Office http://www.openoffice.org/ 

Very Good = 

Word processor, Spreadsheet, Drawing Package, Presentation Package etc, etc.   Free and open source 
complete office suite, equivalent to Microsoft Office.  Since the takeover of this project by Oracle 
development seems to have ground to a halt with the departure of many of the developers.

Libre Office http://www.libreoffice.org/ 

Essential = 

Word processor, Spreadsheet, Drawing Package, Presentation Package etc, etc.   Free and open source 
complete office suite, equivalent to Microsoft Office.

This package is essentially the same as Open Office however it satisfies the open source purists because it is
under the control of an open source group rather than the Oracle Corporation.

Since the takeover of the Open Office project by Oracle many of the developers left and a lot of them ended 
up on the Libre Office project.  Development on the Libre Office project is now ahead of Open Office and so
Libre Office would be my preferred office suite.

AbiWord http://www.abisource.com/ 

Good = 

If you don't really need a full office suite but just want a simple word processor then AbiWord might be just
what you are looking for.  It is a simple free open source word processor.  It is small and light on resources 
and so will work well on older hardware.

http://www.openoffice.org/
http://www.abisource.com/
http://www.libreoffice.org/


LyX http://www.lyx.org/ 

Good = 

LyX is a very unusual word processor.  It is free and open source.  It is a graphical front end for the TeX 
typesetting engine and so it can produce very slick looking documents but the user interface takes some 
getting used to.  There is extensive documentation on the website.

AutoHotKey http://www.autohotkey.com/ 

Essential = 

This is a batch processing language similar to Linux BASH or the DOS batch files.  This program can be 
used to produce batch files just like the DOS batch files, albeit with more capabilities, if you don't specify a 
key to look for then the program will just run once and terminate just like a batch file.

However if you tell the program to look for a specific keystroke or combination of keystrokes then it will 
keep running in the background until those keystrokes are entered and then run.  Which means you can 
make keyboard macros for any program.

There are also GUI commands which will manage windows, menus and dialog boxes.  In other words it is a 
fully fledged programming language.  Once you have a program running correctly you can compile it into 
a .EXE file.

MindRaider http://mindraider.sourceforge.net/ 

Very Good = 

MindRaider is rather an unusual Mind Mapping / Organisational tool.  It is free and open source.  The map 
shifts so that the node of interest is always in the centre of the screen.  You can also associate Tags, 
Categories and Notes with each node to help with organising things.  It also generates Outlines from your 
maps.  A cool tool despite the problems with the screen.

The main problem with MindRaider is that all the windows on the screen take up a lot of room, this is not a
problem on a large screen or on a system with two screens, however on a laptop or a system with a small 
screen it can be a problem when you end up with very small windows.

Freeplane http://freeplane.sourceforge.net/wiki/index.php/Main_Page 

Very Good = 

Freeplane is a free and open source program for building mind maps. It is another fork of the FreeMind 
project (the other one is SciPlore), and is created by one of FreeMind's key developers.  The software is 
written in Java, and supports any platform capable of running current versions of Java.  In my opinion this 
program is more aesthetically pleasing than FreeMind but doesn't do anything FreeMind doesn't do.

http://www.autohotkey.com/
http://freeplane.sourceforge.net/wiki/index.php/Main_Page
http://mindraider.sourceforge.net/
http://www.lyx.org/


VUE https://vue.tufts.edu/index.cfm 

Essential = 

The Visual Understanding Environment (VUE) is a free open source mind mapping project based at Tufts 
University.  This program is more than just a Mind Mapper, it also does concept mapping (with 
relationships between nodes) and is able to create an interactive presentation by creating a path through the
map.  It has many useful and powerful facilities for organising and manipulating the data.

What they say :-  The VUE project is focused on creating flexible tools for managing and integrating digital 
resources in support of teaching, learning and research.  VUE provides a flexible visual 
environment for structuring, presenting, explaining and sharing ideas and concepts.

Docear  https://www.docear.org/ 

Good = 

This program is a PDF manager, reference manager and mind mapper.  You build mind maps with 
references to PDF files in your PDF library, it also allows you to annotate, bookmark and highlight text 
within PDF's.  You can also read and search your PDF files from within Docear.

Mendeley   http://www.mendeley.com/ 

Good = 

This program is a PDF manager and reference manager.  Having imported your PDF files you can read and 
annotate them from within Mendeley.  You can categorise the files into virtual folders and generate citations
and bibliographies in your word processor.  Although this program is free and free to use registration is 
mandatory, this program tries to set itself up as an academic social network.

yEd Graph Editor http://www.yworks.com/en/products_yed_about.html 

Average = 

This is a diagram and chart drawing program.  yEd supports a lot of different diagram types: family trees, 
UML diagrams, organization charts, mind maps, semantic networks, swimlane diagrams, Entity 
Relationship diagrams, and many more.

You can import a set of data from various programs which then get represented as a chart or diagram.  This 
program is very good at what it does but it is not a general purpose drawing program.

http://www.mendeley.com/
https://www.docear.org/
http://www.yworks.com/en/products_yed_about.html
https://vue.tufts.edu/index.cfm


Compendium http://compendium.open.ac.uk/institute/ 

Essential = 

The Compendium project from the Open University does much more than just Mind Mapping.  It is a free 
and open source tool for representing knowledge, processes and arguments.  It is designed so that many 
people can work on the same project at the same time so it is probably a little like overkill for home use but 
it is undoubtedly extremely powerful.

It may not be as pretty as some of the other mind mapping tools but it is much more capable and 
functional.
 
What they say :-  Compendium is a software tool providing a flexible visual interface for managing the 

connections between information and ideas. 

It places few constraints on how you organise material, though many have found that it 
provides support for structured working for instance, following a methodology or modelling
technique. Our own particular interest is in visualizing the connections between people, 
ideas and information at multiple levels, in mapping discussions and debates, and what 
skills are needed to do so in a participatory manner that engages all stakeholders. 

Validated in both small and large scale projects across diverse sectors in society, it is the 
result of over 15 years' research and development at the intersection of hypertext, 
collaborative modelling, organizational memory, computer-supported argumentation and 
meeting facilitation. 

Simple Groupware http://www.simple-groupware.de/cms/ 

Unrated = -

Simple Groupware is a groupware package written in PHP. It uses the MySQL database (version 4 or 
higher). It contains a calendar system, an email client, an inventory system, and a number of other features. 
Simple Groupware is Free Software released under the GNU/GPL License. 

What they say :-  Simple Groupware & CMS is an open source enterprise groupware that offers email, 
calendaring, contacts, tasks, document management, project management, synchronization 
with Outlook and cell phones, full-text search, extensions and many more. 

Simple Groupware is a free web based groupware solution written in PHP that combines 
standards like RSS, iCalendar, vCard, IMAP, POP3, SMTP, CIFS, CSV, WebDAV, LDAP and 
SyncML under one platform.

Unlike other groupware software, Simple Groupware contains the programming 
language sgsML to enable the quick customization and creation of powerful web 
applications. Simple Groupware is Free Software, released under GNU GPLv2.

The Guide http://theguide.sourceforge.net/ 

Good = 

The Guide is a free and open source outlining application that allows you create outline documents which 
have a tree structure and text associated with each node of the tree.  The text itself is in 'Rich Text Format' , 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rich_Text_Format
http://theguide.sourceforge.net/
http://www.simple-groupware.de/cms/SgsML
http://www.simple-groupware.de/cms/Features
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/MySQL
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/PHP
http://www.simple-groupware.de/cms/
http://compendium.open.ac.uk/institute/


which means you can embed graphics and diagrams within the text and the editor allows you to modify the 
style and formatting of the text (fonts, colours, bold, italics etc).

What they say :-  The Guide evolved from the need to have an application that could organize information 
and ideas in a hierarchical, tree-like structure.  Tree-based structures are frequently 
employed to manage information through a "divide-and-conquer" approach, wherein each 
level of the tree represents a further level of specialization of the parent-level topic.

TreeLine http://treeline.bellz.org/ 

Good = 

TreeLine is sort of a cross between a free format database and a Note taking program.  You can define fields 
for each record just like a conventional database, but different records can have different fields unlike a 
conventional database.  Records can be arranged in a straight list like a conventional database or in a tree 
structure like a note taking program.

What they say :-  Do you have lots of sticky notes lying around with various useful information jotted down? 
Or many lists of books, movies, website logins, personal contacts, or things to do? Can you 
find them when you need them? Well, I often couldn't. So here's my answer.

Some would call TreeLine an Outliner, others would call it a PIM. Basically, it just stores 
almost any kind of information. A tree structure makes it easy to keep things organized. 
And each node in the tree can contain several fields, forming a mini-database. The output 
format for each node can be defined, and the output can be shown on the screen, printed, or
exported to html.

Keynote NF http://code.google.com/p/keynote-nf/ 

Good = 

A note taking package, useful for collecting together random disorganised scraps of information and 
organising them.  Similar in purpose to Microsoft OneNote but much less graphical.  Free and open source.

The structure of the collection of notes looks very similar to The Guide but there is a difference of emphasis
in the design of the program.  The Guide is designed to produce outline documents in RTF and can export 
those documents for editing in a word processor but with Keynote the emphasis is more about managing 
disparate pieces of information.  Organising and finding things.

SEO Notes http://www.seonote.info/ 

Average = 

SEO Notes is a note taking package, useful for collecting together random disorganised scraps of 
information and organising them.  Similar in purpose to Microsoft OneNote but much less graphical.  Free 
and open source.  In my opinion SEO Notes is more useful than Keynote and has more features like the fact
that it supports tables in its pages which Keynote doesn't.

http://www.seonote.info/
http://code.google.com/p/keynote-nf/
http://treeline.bellz.org/


The structure of the collection of notes looks very similar to The Guide but there is a difference of emphasis
in the design of the program.  The Guide is designed to produce outline documents in RTF and can export 
those documents for editing in a word processor but with SEO Notes the emphasis is more about managing
disparate pieces of information.  Organising and finding things.

Keepnote http://keepnote.org/ 

Good = 

This is yet another organisational program like Keynote NF and SEO Notes but it organises things in a 
slightly different way, not better or worse just different.  Which one you prefer is up to you.  Again this 
program is for organisation of information rather than producing outline documents like 'The Guide'.

TreeSheets http://treesheets.com/ 

Good = 

Try to imagine a Spreadsheet program for text.  This free and open source program does just that.

What they say :-  The ultimate replacement for spreadsheets, mind mappers, outliners, PIMs, text editors and 
small databases.

Suitable for any kind of data organization, such as Todo lists, calendars, project 
management, brainstorming, organizing ideas, planning, requirements gathering, 
presentation of information, etc.

It's like a spreadsheet, immediately familiar, but much more suitable for complex data 
because it's hierarchical.
It's like a mind mapper, but more organized and compact.
It's like an outliner, but in more than one dimension.
It's like a text editor, but with structure. 

ZimWiki http://zim-wiki.org/  

Good = 

If the hierarchical note taking software is not your style then maybe a wiki would be more appropriate. 
ZimWiki is a free and open source desktop Wiki.

What they say :-  ZimWiki is a graphical text editor used to maintain a collection of wiki pages. Each page can
contain links to other pages, simple formatting and images. Pages are stored in a folder 
structure, like in an outliner, and can have attachments. Creating a new page is as easy as 
linking to a nonexistent page. All data is stored in plain text files with wiki formatting. 
Various plugins provide additional functionality, like a task list manager, an equation editor, 
a tray icon, and support for version control.

http://zim-wiki.org/
http://treesheets.com/
http://keepnote.org/


WikidPad http://wikidpad.sourceforge.net/ 

Good = 

WikidPad is an open source, Python-based wiki-like outliner for storing thoughts, ideas, to-do lists, 
contacts, and other notes with wiki-like linking between pages.

The WikidPad system uses a database to tie together individual text documents that the user creates into a 
wiki-like notepad. Wiki-links can be created by writing a word in CamelCase or enclosing a word or words 
with single brackets, allowing easy ways to create a mini-wiki on a certain subject easily. Single wiki pages 
and complete wikis can be exported to HTML.

Task Coach http://www.taskcoach.org/ 

Average = 

This is a ToDo list program but many of its facilities are not as good or as comprehensive as the ToDo list 
program from Abstractspoon.

What they say :-  Task Coach is a simple free and open source todo manager to keep track of personal tasks 
and todo lists. It grew out of a frustration that most task managers do not provide facilities 
for composite tasks. Often, tasks and other things todo consist of several activities. Task 
Coach is designed to deal with composite tasks. In addition, it offers effort tracking, 
categories, and notes.

TodoList http://www.abstractspoon.com/ 

Very Good = 

Another To Do List manager.  It is free and Open Source.  In my opinion this program in better and more 
versatile than Task Coach.  It allows split and subdivided tasks.  It allows you to categorise tasks and add 
notes and file attachments to each task.  Options allow you to show or hide many features so you can make 
it complex and powerful or simple and easy, your choice.

Gantt Project http://www.ganttproject.biz/ 

Good = 

Gantt Project is a free open source project management tool.  It understands Gantt charts and PERT charts, 
scheduling of resources and it can export charts as .PDF or HTML.  Import and export Microsoft Project 
files and export data to .CSV files.

http://www.ganttproject.biz/
http://www.abstractspoon.com/
http://www.taskcoach.org/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/CamelCase
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Database
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Outliner
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wiki
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Python_(programming_language)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Open_source
http://wikidpad.sourceforge.net/


Inkscape http://inkscape.org/ 

Essential = 

Inkscape is a free and open source Desktop Publishing package rather like Corel Draw.  The only drawback 
to using it is that it cannot import Corel Draw clip art.  There is rather al lot of clip are for Corel Draw 
available on the net.

What they say :-  Inkscape is a free open source vector graphics editor, with capabilities similar to Illustrator, 
CorelDraw, or Xara X, using the W3C standard Scalable Vector Graphics (SVG) file format. 

Inkscape supports many advanced SVG features (markers, clones, alpha blending, etc.) and 
great care is taken in designing a streamlined interface.  It is very easy to edit nodes, 
perform complex path operations, trace bitmaps and much more.  We also aim to maintain 
a thriving user and developer community by using open, community-oriented development.

Scribus http://www.scribus.net/canvas/Scribus  

Good = 

What they say :-  Scribus is an Open Source program that brings professional page layout to Linux/UNIX, 
Mac OS X, OS/2 Warp 4/eComStation and Windows desktops with a combination of press-
ready output and new approaches to page design.

Underneath a modern and user-friendly interface, Scribus supports professional publishing 
features, such as color separations, CMYK and Spot Color support, ICC color management, 
and versatile PDF creation. 

The Scribus desktop publishing software is complicated to use but it can achieve very professional results 
but this often takes a lot of effort.  It can produce files ready to be sent to a commercial print shop.  This is a
serious Desktop Publishing package.

Blender http://www.blender.org/ 

Average = 

Blender is a free and open source 3 dimensional modelling and rendering package.  3D models are built, 
rendered and then ray traced to produce photo realistic images.

The interface is non intuitive and the learning curve is steep but it is capable of generating astounding 
images if you put the work in.  But this package is hard work and complex.

Pencil http://www.pencil-animation.org/ 

Average = 

What they say :-  Pencil is an animation/drawing program for Mac OS X, Windows, and Linux.  It lets you 
create traditional hand-drawn animations (cartoons) using both bitmap and vector graphics.

http://www.pencil-animation.org/
http://www.blender.org/
http://www.scribus.net/canvas/Scribus
http://inkscape.org/


Pencil is free and open source.

PDF Creator http://www.pdfforge.org/ 

Essential = 

PDF creator is a free open source virtual printer driver which prints to a PDF file instead of paper, so it can 
be used from any application which can print.

Foxit PDF Reader http://www.foxitsoftware.com/Secure_PDF_Reader/ 

Essential = 

For reading .PDF files Adobe Acrobat reader might seem to be the PDF reader of choice since Adobe hold 
the standard, but the reader from Foxit Software is faster and less bloated than the Acrobat reader.

Free but not open source.

Deja View Reader http://sourceforge.net/projects/windjview/files/ 

Very Good = 

There is an alternative to PDF files.  The Deja View format started before the PDF format but it never 
caught on for general use.  This format is mainly used within academia.  This program is a free and open 
source reader for .djvu files and is probably only useful is you have .djvu files which you want to read.

BRL-CAD http://brlcad.org/

Average = 

This is an open source 3-D CAD system developed by Ballistics Research Laboratories for the US Army.  It 
seems complex but quite capable.

What they say :-  BRL-CAD is a powerful cross-platform open source solid modelling system that includes 
interactive geometry editing, high-performance ray-tracing for rendering and geometric 
analysis, image and signal-processing tools, a system performance analysis benchmark suite,
libraries for robust geometric representation, with more than 20 years of active 
development.

Dia http://dia-installer.de/ 

Good = 

http://dia-installer.de/
http://brlcad.org/
http://sourceforge.net/projects/windjview/files/
http://www.foxitsoftware.com/Secure_PDF_Reader/
http://www.pdfforge.org/


Dia is a free and open source program to draw structured diagrams, flow charts, UML diagrams etc.  Like a 
Visio Lite.

Notepad++ http://notepad-plus-plus.org/ 

Essential = 

What they say :-  Notepad++ is a free and open source programmers text editor and Notepad replacement 
that supports several languages. Running in the MS Windows environment.

Based on the powerful editing component Scintilla, Notepad++ is written in C++ and uses
pure Win32 API and STL which ensures a higher execution speed and smaller program size.
By optimizing as many routines as possible without losing user friendliness, Notepad++ is 
trying to reduce the world carbon dioxide emissions.  When using less CPU power, the PC 
can throttle down and reduce power consumption, resulting in a greener environment.

Free Commander http://www.freecommander.com/ 

Average = 

Free but not open source.  File manager similar to Norton Commander.  The program offers more 
functionality than Windows Explorer.

It cannot cope with 16 bit UNICODE extended characters in its pathnames.

7-Zip http://www.7-zip.org/ 

Very Good = 

7-Zip is a free open source file archiving and compression utility.

Eraser http://www.heidi.ie/eraser/ 

Good = 

Eraser is a free and open source security tool for Windows which allows you to completely remove sensitive
data from your hard drive by overwriting it several times with carefully selected patterns.  It can be used to 
erase files or the free space on your hard drive.

http://www.heidi.ie/eraser/
http://www.7-zip.org/
http://www.freecommander.com/
http://notepad-plus-plus.org/


Win Dir Stat http://windirstat.info/ 

Good = 

Win Dir Stat is a free and open source utility which gives you a graphical indication of what is taking up all 
the space on your hard disk.  This program looks in all your directories and draws a collection of coloured 
blocks whose size is proportional to the size of the file.  Different types of file are drawn in different 
colours.

Win Merge http://winmerge.org/ 

Very Good = 

WinMerge is a free and open source differencing and merging tool for Windows. WinMerge can compare 
both folders and files, presenting differences in a visual text format.  The purpose of WinMerge is to 
synchronise directories.

TrueCrypt http://www.truecrypt.org/ 

Essential = 

TrueCrypt is a free and open source encryption utility.  An encrypted file system may be created within a file
or an entire disk partition may be encrypted.

VLC http://www.videolan.org/vlc/ 

Very Good = 

VLC is a free and open source cross-platform multimedia player and framework that plays most multimedia 
files as well as DVD, Audio CD, VCD, and various streaming protocols.

GIMP http://www.gimp.org/ 

Good = 

GIMP is the GNU Image Manipulation Program.  It is free and open source.  GIMP is a painting or photo 
editing package a little like Paint Shop Pro but without the expensive price tag.  It is a little complex to learn
but has some very powerful capabilities.

http://www.gimp.org/
http://www.videolan.org/vlc/
http://www.truecrypt.org/
http://winmerge.org/
http://windirstat.info/


Irfanview http://www.irfanview.com/ 

Good = 

Irfanview is a free but not open source graphics viewer which understands a great many graphic file 
formats.  It may be used to view files either individually or as a slideshow but it may also be used to do 
batch editing and manipulation of the files.

Mozilla Firefox http://www.mozilla.com/ 

Essential = 

The classic free open source web browser.

Mozilla Thunderbird http://www.mozillamessaging.com/en-GB/thunderbird/ 

Essential = 

The classic free open source E-mail client.

NVU http://www.nvu.com/ 

Average = 

NVU is free but not open source.

What they say :-  NVU is a Web Authoring System for Linux Desktop, Microsoft Windows and Macintosh 
users to rival programs like FrontPage and Dreamweaver. Nvu (pronounced N-view, for a 
"new view").  This is a WYSIWYG editor for web pages so websites may be created with no 
technical expertise or knowledge of HTML.

HT Track http://www.httrack.com/ 

Average = 

HT Track is free and open source.

What they say :-  HT Track is a utility which allows you to download a World Wide Web site from the Internet
to a local directory, building recursively all directories, getting HTML, images, and other 
files from the server to your computer. HT Track arranges the original site's relative link-
structure. Simply open a page of the "mirrored" website in your browser, and you can 
browse the site from link to link, as if you were viewing it online. HT Track can also update 
an existing mirrored site, and resume interrupted downloads.

http://www.httrack.com/
http://www.nvu.com/
http://www.mozillamessaging.com/en-GB/thunderbird/
http://www.mozilla.com/
http://www.irfanview.com/


HT Track does not work well with websites run by a content management system as the website presented 
to the browser can be different under different circumstances.

Audacity http://audacity.sourceforge.net/ 

Essential = 

Audacity is a free and open source sound recording and editing program.

Musescore http://musescore.org/ 

Good = 

What they say :-  MuseScore is a free and open source cross-platform WYSIWYG music notation program, 
that offers a cost-effective alternative to professional programs such as Sibelius and Finale.  
You can print sheet music or save your file as a PDF of the sheet music or a MIDI file of the 
audio as well as the programs own native format.

Symbolic Links in NTFS http://schinagl.priv.at/nt/hardlinkshellext/hardlinkshellext.html 

Very Good = 

NTFS is capable of making symbolic links and hard links between files and folders.  Its just that Microsoft 
never actually told anybody about these capabilities.  They are only usable from a command line utility 
which comes with Windows XP but appears to have been left out of Vista and Windows 7 unless you buy 
the Resource Kit.

These facilities are surprisingly similar to unix UFS.

This website contains a shell extension script which allows you to make symbolic links and hard links from 
within Windows Explorer if the disks you are trying to link to and from are formatted in NTFS.

http://schinagl.priv.at/nt/hardlinkshellext/hardlinkshellext.html
http://musescore.org/
http://audacity.sourceforge.net/


Honourable mentions from the world of commercial software (free versions).

Memo Master http://www.jbsoftware.org/memomaster/details.htm 

Good = 

Please note :-  This is free Commercial Software!  This is a note taking program, the main program is paid 
for but there is a free version available.  The free version has had some quite useful features of the paid for 
version removed.  This is actually quite a useful program and compares well with the open source programs
SEO Notes and Keynote.

The most annoying feature is that the menu entries and toolbar icons for the full version are present in the 
free version, you just can't use them, if you try then a dialog box pops up to remind you that that feature is 
not present in this version.

Duplicate File Finder http://www.auslogics.com/en/software/duplicate-file-finder/ 

Good = 

Please note :-  This is free Commercial Software!  This program helps you to find and remove useless 
duplicate files stored on your PC.  You specify the directory or disk to look at it just compares all the files in
those locations.

Free Rip http://www.freerip.com/ 

Good = 

Please note :-  This is free Commercial Software!

What they say :-  FreeRIP is an advanced CD to MP3 Converter that comes packed with features. At its core, 
FreeRIP reads audio from your CDs and allows you to save them to your computer in a 
variety of digital formats including WMA, MP3, Ogg, Wav, or FLAC audio files.

Annoyingly the free version keeps on advertising the paid for version in a most obtrusive way.

Microsoft Mathematics  v 4.0 http://www.microsoft.com/education/en-us/teachers/guides/Pages/Mathematics-guide.aspx 

Essential = 

Microsoft Mathematics is a free download aimed at students in American schools and universities.  It is not 
open source.

This program does both symbolic and numeric equation solving and is a graphing calculator.

http://www.jbsoftware.org/memomaster/details.htm
http://www.microsoft.com/education/en-us/teachers/guides/Pages/Mathematics-guide.aspx
http://www.freerip.com/
http://www.auslogics.com/en/software/duplicate-file-finder/


SyncToy http://www.microsoft.com/download/en/details.aspx?id=15155 

Very Good = 

I don't usually endorse software from Microsoft but this is a very useful little utility and they are giving it 
away free, but this is not open source.  This application synchronizes files and folders between locations. 
Typical uses include sharing files, such as photos, with other computers and creating backup copies of files 
and folders.

http://www.microsoft.com/download/en/details.aspx?id=15155

